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7.0 HISTORICAL & CULTURAL RESOURCES 1 

7.1 INTRODUCTION 2 

The Historical and Cultural Resources Chapter describes the existing historic and cultural assets in the 3 
Town of Coventry. The Chapter also presents issues, opportunities, and challenges identified by 4 
community members and Town staff. The following elements are summarized in this chapter: 5 

- Historical & Cultural Vision and Goals 6 
- Existing Historic and Cultural Assets 7 
- Needs and Opportunities 8 
- Policies and Actions 9 

The Town of Coventry has a rich history marked by historical sites dating back to 6,000 years ago. The land 10 
was home to indigenous peoples of the Shawomet Narragansett community until European colonists 11 
arrived in the 17th century and took up Coventry’s land for farming. The indigenous communities’ mark on 12 
Coventry is memorialized in the names of natural resources in town, like the Pawtuxet River, and in sacred 13 
sites still present and appreciated by members of the Mashapaug Nahagansett Indigenous Community, 14 
and the greater Coventry community to this day.   15 

In the 17th and 18th century, the Town’s taverns and inns made it a popular stopover for people travelling 16 
between Providence and Connecticut along the Plainfield Pike. The 18th century saw the Revolutionary 17 
War, fought in part by Coventry’s General Nathanael Greene who emerged with a reputation for 18 
dependability and talent after his successful command in the southern theater of the war. The 19th century 19 
brought textile manufacturing, railroads, factories, and mill villages to Coventry, powered by the Town’s 20 
prevalent water resources. During the 20th century, Coventry followed the national trend towards white 21 
flight and suburbanization, with many workers choosing to own a home in Coventry and commute to their 22 
jobs in Providence or other cities. Throughout all its eras of economic activity and development patterns, 23 
the western side of town maintained a rural, 24 
agricultural character while the eastern part of 25 
town hosted increasing density and development.   26 

Understanding the individuals and social and 27 
cultural groups who have lived on Coventry’s land 28 
can connect and expose residents and visitors to 29 
different ways of life and ideas, as well as foster an 30 
appreciation for the events from the past that have 31 
shaped who Coventry is today. Coventry’s culture 32 
is rooted in its history, reflected in arts, theater, 33 
music, and religious organizations, and deeply tied 34 
to treasured natural areas. The town’s natural 35 
resources, like the lakes and rivers, have been the 36 
source of sustenance, ritual, and recreation for 37 
Coventry residents and visitors of different cultural 38 
and ethnic lineages for thousands of years. Actions 39 
to preserve and maintain the architecture and 40 
artifacts from the past and to support and market 41 
existing town cultural offerings will both enhance a sense of place, identity, and cultural understanding in 42 
Coventry, and encourage visitors, tourism, and economic development in town.  43 

 

Lake Tiogue. Source: Google Streetview 
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 44 

7.2 VISION AND GOALS 45 

TBD 46 

7.3 OVERVIEW OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 47 

7.3.1 PROPERTIES AND DISTRICTS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL HISTORIC REGISTER 48 

Coventry has a wealth of historic assets and resources ranging from prehistoric (Moosup River Site) to the 49 
Revolutionary War (General Nathanael Greene Homestead) to the Industrial Revolution (Pawtuxet Dying 50 
Company, the Mill Villages). Of these resources, some are under private ownership, others are under non-51 
profit ownership, and some are still used to this day for commercial, residential, and cultural activities. 52 
Figure 1 shows the locations of the historic register properties and districts in town.  53 

7.3.1.1 PROPERTIES 54 

1. Moosup River (Nicholas Road) and 55 
Carbuncle Pond, a few intact 56 
Middle Archaic occupations in the 57 
state, dating from 6,000 to 4,000 58 
years ago.  59 

2. Paine House (7 Station Street) was 60 
originally built in 1691 by a sawmill 61 
owner, Samuel Bennet, in what is 62 
now the Washington neighborhood 63 
of Eastern Coventry. The building 64 
was used as a tavern for over a 65 
hundred years during the 66 
eighteenth and nineteenth century, 67 
during which time the tavern 68 
hosted many of the early Coventry 69 
town meetings. The building is now 70 
a museum run by the Western 71 
Rhode Island Civic Historical 72 
Society.  73 

3. Gen. Nathanael Greene 74 
Homestead (50 Taft Street) Built in 1774, this two-and-a-half story home was built for General 75 
Nathanael Greene when he returned to Coventry to manage his family-owned foundry. The house 76 
served as his family’s home during the Revolutionary War. In 1919, the Nathanael Greene Homestead 77 
Association formed to restore and care for the property. The home is now a museum open to the 78 
public. 79 

4. Waterman Tavern (Maple Valley Road), located in northern Coventry, functioned as the political and 80 
governmental center for the Coventry community in the mid to late eighteenth century, hosting town 81 
meetings and other governmental functions. Rochambeau’s army camped at the tavern on their 82 
march to Yorktown and the site of the tavern is part of the Washington-Rochambeau National Historic 83 
Trail commemorating the allied French and Continental armies’ journey traveled to and from Siege of 84 
Yorktown in 1781-1782.n.  85 

5. William Waterman House (Route 102) is a typical western Rhode Island farmhouse from the late 86 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.  87 

 

Paine House, 1691. Source: Google Streetview 
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6. Joseph Briggs House / Coventry Town Farm (Town Farm Road) was built in 1790 and was purchased 88 
by the Town of Coventry in 1851 to serve as a farm for municipal poor and an asylum during the 89 
nineteenth century.  90 

7. Isaac Bowen House (Maple Valley Road at Route 102) was completed in 1795 by the Bowens family. 91 
The family were the first major landowners in the area and actively participated in town affairs.  92 

8. Wilson-Winslow House (2414 Harkney Hill Road), also known as Windy Parks Farm, was built in 93 
around 1812. The building is an early nineteenth century farmhouse.  94 

9. Read Schoolhouse (Flat River Road): Built in 1831, this one room schoolhouse was the last 19th century 95 
schoolhouse in operation in Coventry. 96 

10. Interlaken Mill Bridge (Route 97 
115) is a single span bridge build by the 98 
Berlin Iron Bridge Company in 1885 over 99 
the Paxtuxet river, to connect the 100 
Arkwright Mills to a dye house and 101 
bleachery. The bridge is now permanently 102 
closed.  103 
11. Pawtuxet Valley Dyeing 104 
Company (9 Howard Avenue) was a mill 105 
complex in the Harris mill village in the 106 
northeastern corner of the Town of 107 
Coventry. The complex consists of three 108 
buildings; the mill, the Upper Pump House 109 
and the Lower Pump House, along with the 110 
Pearce Pond Dam and the Tailrace. The mill 111 
was in operation during the nineteenth 112 
and early twentieth centuries.  113 
12. Christopher Rhodes Greene 114 
House (2 Potter Court) Built in 1882 for 115 

Christopher Greene, owner of Clyde Print Workers, this is the only example of an urban Queen Anne 116 
style dwelling in the Town of Coventry. 117 

13. Harris Mill (618 Main Street) Constructed of granite stone from the Foster Ledge Quarry in 1851, The 118 
Harris Manufacturing Company produced heavy cotton sheeting at the mill in the nineteenth century, 119 
the Arkwright-Interlaken Company produced textiles in the mill in the early 20th century, and the 120 
Victor Electric Company conducted light manufacturing in the late 20th century. In the 21st century, 121 
the building has been repurposed into residential loft apartments 122 

14. Arkwright Bridge (115 Hope Ave) built in 1888, this 125-foot through-truss single-span bridge crosses 123 
the Pawtuxet River north of a former mill site. 1 2 3 124 

 125 

 

1 Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission. (1978). Historic and Architectural Resources of Coventry, Rhode 
Island: A Preliminary Report.  
2 Smith, N. (n.d.). Coventry, Rhode Island. 
3 Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission. (n.d.). Coventry. Retrieved from Listed Properties: 
https://preservation.ri.gov/historic-places/national-register/listed-properties 
 

 

Arkwright Bridge, 1888. Source: Google Streetview 
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7.3.1.2 DISTRICTS 126 

15. Carbuncle Hill Archaeological District in Western Coventry has the potential to improve our 127 
understanding of prehistoric procurement patterns and production technologies.  128 

16. Rice City Historic District is located near the Connecticut border on the Plainfield Pike. This well-129 
preserved village halfway between Providence, Rhode Island and Norwich, Connecticut, was an 130 
overnight rest stop for travelers during the late eighteenth to early nineteenth century. Tap rooms, 131 
taverns, and common rooms characterized the village at this time.  The district includes three primary 132 
nodes of activity: the village center, Rice City proper, located at the turnpike’s junction with Vaughn 133 
Hollow Road; Vaughn Hollow itself, an enclave of former agricultural and milling activity.  134 

17. Anthony Village Historic District is located on the South Branch of the Pawtuxet River and was once 135 
a company-owned village related to the Coventry Company, established in 1805. The company 136 
produced cotton in the village through the nineteenth century.  The district contains about 250 acres 137 
of land and 247 properties, including a mill complex and related hydraulic features, 48 mill workers’ 138 
houses, 150 other houses, 14 commercial buildings, 3 churches, 3 social/recreational buildings, 2 139 
parks, a former school, a former library, a fire station, a former railroad right-of-way, 4 cemeteries, 140 
and private burial grounds, and a known industrial archeological site of an early 19th-century machine 141 
shop.  142 

18. Hopkins Hollow Village Historic District is an approximately 2,000-acre rural village near the 143 
Connecticut border with largely forested, agricultural, residential and industrial properties associated 144 
with the colonial settlement and subsequent nineteenth through mid-twentieth century 145 
development. Hopkins Hollow was a hamlet village along the stagecoach route in the nineteenth 146 
century, and when the railroad opened in 1856, the commercial and social uses shifted to locations 147 
along the railroad, including Greene, Summit, and Coventry Center. 148 

19. South Main Street Historic District is a linear, residential district extending about one-quarter mile 149 
between the South Branch of the Pawtuxet River and Wood Street. The district developed largely in 150 
the early and mid-nineteenth century, and was home to people of varying occupations including a mill 151 
owner, a policeman, a carpenter, a doctor, farmers, the town clerk, and several dealers and 152 
manufacturers, including a carriage maker who had his shop on South Main Street. The district had 153 
six factories operating nearby in the nineteenth century. 154 

7.3.2 OTHER IMPORTANT HISTORIC DISTRICTS & SITES 155 

Washington Historic District was first settled in the 17th century in Eastern Coventry and was burned 156 
down during King Phillip’s War. The town was home to mills in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  157 

Greene Historic District developed around the Greene station on the Hartford, Providence, and Fishkill 158 
Railroad starting in 1856. The railroad brought milk from farms surrounding Greene Station to Providence, 159 
along with lumber from nearby. Other industry sprung up as well including a commercial center including 160 
a box factory, a horn jewelry business, and an acid factory.  161 

Harris Historic District is in the northeastern side of Coventry once home to mills in the nineteenth 162 
century.  163 

Old Police Station and Town Hall at 1075 Main Street in Coventry is currently vacant and the town is 164 
considering future uses. 165 

Old Summit Library built in 1885 was formally Nixon’s Hall. The building was converted to a library in the 166 
1900s, and is currently vacant and under town ownership, maintained by the Department of Public Works.  167 

Fairview Ave – Early mill houses, Victorian houses, and Greek Revival structures exist along this roadway, 168 
highly travelled during the 1800s by people accessing the Anthony Mills.  169 
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Former Site of the Byron Read Building built in 1882 was once the largest store in town, selling furniture 170 
and hardware items, as well as housing an undertaking business. The building was demolished in 2021. 171 

Black Rock is located along Black Rock Road and was a ceremonial wedding location for members of the 172 
Shawomet community. 173 

An indigenous site near Coventry’s Town Hall located along the water is a sacred, spiritual place currently 174 
under private ownership by a developer.  175 
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7.3.3 ZONED HISTORIC DISTRICT 177 

Figure 1. Shows the Paine House Historic District, the only local historic district that is held to historic 178 
building ordinances encompasses two parcels including the Paine House Museum and the old Town 179 
Clerk/Fire Station/ Coventry Fire Alarm Headquarters. The Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage 180 
Commission administers a Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant Program for municipal historical 181 
preservation activities. A local historic district zone is a special zoning area created by a community to 182 
help save historic buildings and to preserve the special sense of time and place that exists in some parts 183 
of a community. When a community adopts historic district zoning, it monitors and guides construction 184 
activity in its historic areas. 185 

The city or town council must pass an ordinance to establish a historic district commission and to identify 186 
areas for designation as historic district zones. 187 

In a local historic district zone, all exterior alterations and new construction must be reviewed and 188 
approved by the historic district commission. This review ensures that the historic character of the 189 
buildings is maintained and, when necessary, changes are made. 190 

Historic district zoning protects a neighborhood's historic architecture, which largely defines the district’s 191 
historic character and sense of place. Alterations that do not comply with the historic district zoning can 192 
jeopardize the district’s designation.  193 

7.3.4 HISTORIC CEMETERIES 194 

Coventry has over 200 historic cemeteries,4 found in Appendix _, Residents note the importance of these 195 
cemeteries for both open space and historical preservation, however many are not held under any formal 196 
protection from future development. The Town of Coventry maintains 41 cemeteries through perpetual 197 
care agreements obligating the town to conduct routine maintenance including a spring cleanup, monthly 198 
service, and fall cleanup. The historic cemeteries that are not in perpetual care are the responsibility of 199 
the State Historical Cemetery Commission and are maintained by volunteers. The Planning Department 200 
includes cemetery disturbance as a factor in subdivision review.  201 

7.3.5 CULTURAL ASSETS 202 

The Town of Coventry has two museums located within properties on the National Register, the Nathanael 203 
Greene Homestead Museum, and the Paine House Museum. Both museums offer the community the 204 
opportunity to interact with the history of the time and host events for the public. 205 

7.3.5.1 MUSEUMS 206 

Nathanael Greene Homestead Museum is located within the house built by Revolutionary War General, 207 
Nathanael Greene in 1770 and its exhibits include a tour of the inside of the home, period artefacts, and 208 
stories from the time. Open to the public Fridays through Mondays from April to October with a fully 209 
volunteer staff, the museum costs $8 to enter and also hosts outdoor events open to the public at least 210 
once a month. The museum, and the accompanying gift store, are easily accessed from the bike trail and 211 
have parking on site and at a nearby mill property. Museum staff encourage its patrons to visit other 212 
historical sites in town, to explore the nearby Anthony Historic District, and to visit restaurants in town. 213 
Members of the public can become a member of the museum, which helps supports restoration and 214 
preservation for $25 per year. 215 

 

4 Rhode Island Historical Cemetery Commission. (n.d.). Coventry. Retrieved from 
http://rihistoriccemeteries.org/newsearchcemetery.aspx 
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The Paine House Museum is run by the Western Rhode Island Civic Historical Society and offers a large 216 
collection of furniture, quilts, clothing, and military items as well as a loom exhibit that people can enjoy 217 
when they visit the home. The museum is open for house tours, costing $6 per person, on Fridays, 218 
Saturdays and select Sundays. The museum, and the mercantile store within, are all volunteer run. The 219 
mercantile store within the Paine House Museum is open from 10AM to 1PM and offers a selection of  220 

historical and seasonal handcrafted gifts. Members 221 
of the public can become a member for $15 for an 222 
individual of $25 for a family, which supports 223 
restoration and preservation programs. 5 224 

7.3.5.2 RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND PLACES OF 225 

WORSHIP IN COVENTRY 226 

The religious presence in Coventry is predominantly 227 
Christian. The town has around fifteen churches in 228 
town, both Catholic and Protestant. The Maple Root 229 
Baptist Church, a national register historic landmark, 230 
continues to have services and an active 231 
congregation6. 232 

7.3.5.3 FESTIVALS & ARTS IN COVENTRY 233 

The Town of Coventry provides access to both visual 234 
and performing arts. Coventry Public Schools offer 235 
theater, visual arts, and musical classes with exhibits 236 
and productions open to both students and the 237 
public. Coventry High School has a Drama Program, a 238 
band, a chorus program, and an arts club.7 In addition 239 
to the schools, the Town Department of Parks & 240 
Recreation puts on an outdoor concert series in the summer which are attended by hundreds of residents.  241 

Along with town activities, private organizations in town also put on visual and performing arts 242 
programming. For example, the Nathanael Greene Homestead hosts monthly events including living 243 
history programs, speakers, holiday events, and pottery demonstrations, some of which are fee-for-entry 244 
and others are free. The Paine House Museum puts on a craft fair in the fall, an annual Heritage Day, and 245 
sells local handmade artisanal goods at their gift store.8 A local non-profit hosts a Harvest Festival in the 246 
fall which engages with the Narragansett community in a celebration that has been practiced for hundreds 247 
of years. There are a few private dance schools in town with a diverse range of offerings from Irish dance 248 
and ballet to flamenco and West African dance. Coventry also has Veteran’s Hall on Main Street is a 249 
popular place to convene, and often hosts dinners and concerts. The Town of Coventry does not have a 250 
local performing arts center, art museum, or theater, however, school auditoriums and gymnasiums have 251 

 

5 The Western Rhode Island Civic Historical Society. (n.d.). The Paine House Museum. Retrieved from 
http://www.westernrihistory.org/the-paine-house-museum/ 
6 Maple Root Baptist Church. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://mapleroot.org/ 
7Coventry Public Schools. (n.d.). Activities. Retrieved from 
https://www.coventrypublicschools.org/schools/chs/activities 
8 Heritage Days 

 
Nathanael Greene Homestead Museum. 
Source: Google Streetview 
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been used for theater productions, concerts, and other artistic activities. Festivals typically are planned 252 
on properties that are not town-owned due to regulations and expenses.   253 

7.3.5.4 NATURAL & HISTORICAL EXPLORATION 254 

Coventry’s historical and natural resources converge in the George B Parker Audubon Society Hiking area 255 
reflecting the residents’ deep connection to the land over its history. The George B. Parker Woodland 256 
Wildlife Refuge has an extensive trail system through diverse terrain with Revolutionary War era carriage 257 
roads and historic rock cairns used by hikers over time. The robust natural resources in Coventry are 258 
further covered in the Open Space and Recreation (link) and the Natural Resources chapter of the plan. 259 

7.3.6 PRESERVATION GROUPS & RECENT EFFORTS 260 

Coventry Historical Society was formed in 1971 in response to threats to demolish the Read Schoolhouse, 261 
the last remaining one room schoolhouse in town. Since then, the organization has continued to advocate 262 
for historical preservation and offer historical education programs in the community.  263 

As mentioned previously, in addition to the Coventry Historical Society, the town also has a Historic 264 
District Commission formed by their Historic Area Zoning Ordinance. The Historic District Commission, 265 
recently renamed Coventry Historic Preservation Commission, was dormant for much of the 2020-2022 266 
pandemic, but new members have recently been appointed. The recent focus of the Commission has 267 
shifted to preservation efforts including identifying town owned artefacts and securing funds for 268 
maintenance.  269 

Members of the Coventry historic groups and community have made strides in recent years to preserve 270 
historical buildings and assets including the Read Schoolhouse and the Arkwright Bridge. The bridge, once 271 
serving as a connector over the Pawtuxet River in the historic Arkwright mill village, is currently under 272 
threat of demolition and replacement by the Rhode Island Department of Transportation, after its closure 273 
in 2011 due to structural disrepair. The Coventry Historical Society has been a strong advocate for 274 
preservation and relocation of the bridge, possibly as a pedestrian bridge adorned in flowers or 275 
community art near Harris Mill.9  276 

In 2017, the Read Schoolhouse, a National Historic Register property maintained by the Coventry 277 
Department of Public Works, received $26,404 for updates from a grant from the Rhode Island State 278 
Council on the Arts, and work on the building has been completed. The original plan for the building was 279 
to be used as a shared space for regular meetings of the Coventry Historical Society and the Historic 280 
District Commission10. This has not happened due to technology needs with hybrid remote meetings, but 281 
both historic groups are currently working to made the required building updates to enable future use. 282 

 

9 Gravelle, K. (2021, June 22). Efforts underway to save local historic bridge. Kent County Daily Times. 
10 Lolio, K. (2017, February 2). Coventry gets $26K for Read Schoolhouse restoration. The Coventry Courier. 
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In 2022, a few resident volunteers with an interest in historic preservation created a Geographic 283 
Information System (GIS) inventory of all 284 
buildings in Coventry built before 1900. The 285 
data collected from this effort will be used 286 
by the town as an asset for future 287 
preservation projects. 288 

Along with volunteer preservation efforts, 289 
some buildings are being preserved or 290 
rehabbed by residential developers or 291 
businesses. For example, Historic Anthony 292 
Mill and the Old Harris Mill have both been 293 
rehabilitated into loft-style apartments and 294 
a secondary building at Anthony Mill is still 295 
in use by Concordia Fibers manufacturing. 296 
These reuses can increase housing and 297 
economic development in town without 298 
disturbing undeveloped land while also 299 
preserving Coventry’s history.  300 

 301 

 302 

 303 

  304 Example of Historic Buildings Inventoried. Source: RIGIS, 
RIDOT, Local Historic Building Inventory 
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7.4 NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES 305 

7.4.1 NEEDS 306 

Coventry has many valuable historical and cultural assets in town, but the town has struggled with 307 
stewardship of these assets. Minimal public awareness of historic buildings and assets, deferred 308 
maintenance of some historic assets and an absence of protected status on others, a slowdown of activity 309 
on the historic district commission, limited partnerships between historic groups and the town, and the 310 
lack of a central community cultural event and 311 
gathering space are some of the greatest 312 
concerns, discussed in more detail below.  313 

1. Residents and visitors do not have access to 314 
information on the existence or history of 315 
older structures in town, and indigenous 316 
history in Coventry is not well documented or 317 
displayed. Coventry does not have a formal 318 
identification system for historical buildings 319 
and sites. While the town website features 320 
descriptions of Coventry’s history, it does not 321 
provide a public map of historical features. 322 
There is no visitor center where visitors and 323 
residents of Coventry can come to learn about 324 
the historic sites, receive directions on how to 325 
access sites, and provide information about 326 
other cultural activities in town. Without 327 
strong awareness, history is easily forgotten, 328 
not fully understood and not given the 329 
opportunity to be appreciated.  330 
 331 

2. The town struggles with maintenance and preservation of historic structures. Many of the historic 332 
assets and properties within Coventry’s national historic register districts are not supported by a non-333 
profit in charge of overseeing their maintenance. Maintenance responsibilities are therefore left to 334 
the homeowners or to the town, without significant oversight, which can lead to disrepair. For 335 
buildings and bridges with deferred maintenance, demolition becomes an increasing threat. For 336 
example, the Byron Read building in Coventry was demolished due to severe structural issues making 337 
it a public hazard. A sacred indigenous site is located behind Coventry Town Hall along Johnson’s Pond 338 
and is currently owned by a private developer. All land owners are responsible for identifying and 339 
preserving historic and cultural artifacts on their property, but enforcement is a challenge. 340 
 341 
Historic zoning has the potential to grant additional resources and strategies to owners and power to 342 
the town over historic structures, but the town has just one small zoned historic district which only 343 
encompasses two parcels, and efforts to add other districts have been unsuccessful. Extending the 344 
limits of historic zoning poses a challenge as overly stringent historical regulations make it difficult for 345 
low to middle income property owners who may not have adequate funds to maintain and preserve 346 
the historic structures according to district requirements.  347 
 348 

3. The historic district commission was formed to lead and expand initiatives to preserve historic 349 
properties in town, but the group has been relatively inactive leading to a local deprioritization of 350 

 

Byron Read Building, Source: Google Streetview 
September 2019. The building was demolished in 2022.  
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historic preservation and a weakening of partnerships between the town and local private historical 351 
organizations. At the writing of this report, the town has appointed new commission members to 352 
revive the group. 353 
 354 

7.4.2 OPPORTUNITIES 355 

While Coventry faces challenges, the town’s deep indigenous living history and diversity of historic sites 356 
from colonial times offer great opportunities to improve tourism and economic development, improve 357 
connections between historic actors in town through shared events and publicity, engage residents on 358 
town history, bring people together around the arts, and reuse historic buildings for new purposes.  359 

Several of the historic assets in town lie 360 
along the Coventry Greenway Bike Trail, 361 
including Nathanael Greene Homestead, 362 
the Anthony Mill and old mill village, the 363 
old police station, and the Paine House 364 
Museum and historic district. The trail 365 
itself is a piece of Coventry history as the 366 
corridor was once used for the Hartford, 367 
Providence and Fishkill railroad, and prior 368 
to that, likely a footpath for Shawomet 369 
and other indigenous people moving 370 
around the area. The town has an 371 
opportunity to, among other initiatives, 372 
create a historic walking tour in town, 373 
allowing residents and tourists to come 374 
and enjoy several of Coventry’s landmarks 375 
on bike or foot, hopping on and off the 376 
Greenway.  377 

The town could also do better to harness 378 
historic and cultural assets in town to 379 
bring people together around community 380 
art. Projects like public murals or bridge painting can be a part of repurposing historic sites for present 381 
enjoyment and can become a source of local pride. Furthermore, maintaining strong partnerships 382 
between town officials and the several active historic organizations operating in Coventry would foster 383 
greater opportunity for events that attract larger local audiences, and that increase the tourism draw for 384 
out of towners. The Rhode Island Preservation and Heritage Commission and the Rhode Island State 385 
Council of the  have grant opportunities11 12 the town could take advantage of for  386 

 

11 Rhode Island State Council of Arts. (n.d.). Grants. Retrieved from RISCA: https://risca.online/grants/ 
12  RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission. (2021). State Preservation Grants. Retrieved from 
Preservation RI: https://preservation.ri.gov/preserve-protect/financial-assistance/grants/state-preservation-grants 

 

Bike Path Crossing Near Anthony Mill and Nathanael 
Greene Homestead. Source: Google Streetview 
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repurposing and restoring old buildings and 387 
bridges, and for promoting arts in town.   388 

Coventry’s strong community of volunteers 389 
present an opportunity for the town to 390 
engage with residents towards preserving 391 
and reusing town properties.  Several active 392 
community organizations such as the Boy 393 
Scouts of America, 4H, ROTC, and other 394 
youth groups seek projects where they can 395 
invest time in community improvement. 396 
The town has the opportunity to seek 397 
partnerships with volunteers towards 398 
maintenance of town resources, such as 399 
cemeteries, historic properties, and town 400 
land. The town also has the opportunity to 401 
capitalize on the recent volunteer effort to 402 
inventory historic properties. This work can 403 
guide historic preservation actions in the 404 
future.  405 

Finally, the wide variety and sheer volume 406 
of old buildings in Coventry, coupled with 407 
increasing demands for low- and moderate-408 

income housing options, presents an opportunity for reuse of historic buildings as housing. The 409 
redevelopment of Anthony Mill is an example of how this can be done successfully, although in that case 410 
the resulting housing options catered towards higher earners. The town can work with developers to 411 
maintain the structure and character of old buildings while also providing much needed housing. One 412 
challenge to this sort of redevelopment is the lack of sewer service in existing residential and mixed-use 413 
neighborhoods. Recently, a developer was interested in redeveloping an old pen factory on the Pawtuxet 414 
River in Coventry, but walked away from the project due to a lack of sewer infrastructure.   415 

 

Lofts at Anthony Mill. Source: Google Streetview 


