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10.0 ENERGY & RENEWABLE ENERGY 1 

10.1 INTRODUCTION 2 

Coventry’s versatile energy profile has existed since the outset of industry in the Town, with the 3 
development of small mill villages that still define the Town’s development patterns today. The mills 4 
generated hydropower from the abundant water resources flowing through Coventry and powered a 5 
booming local textile industry. Steam powered engines allowed for the movement of goods and people 6 
along newly built railroad connections, fueling economic and population growth in the mill centers 7 
through innovative energy production.1 Nearly a century after the industrial revolution, the Town began 8 
to once again diversify its energy profile, this time turning to renewables like solar and wind to meet the 9 
21st century demands of sustainability and economic growth. 10 

Coventry took early active steps to encourage renewable energy development in Town, approving major 11 
wind turbine development projects in the early 2010s. These first-wave large-scale renewable energy 12 
projects were met with mixed reception from property abutters who experienced negative impacts from 13 
the installments without reaping the benefits of lower energy costs. Learning from these experiences, the 14 
Town adopted Wind Energy Facilities Zoning Regulations in Article 20 in 2015, with the intent of attracting 15 
renewable energy production that is compatible with the surrounding human and natural environment 16 
and that provides economic and environmental benefits for the local community. The existence of the 17 
turbines, creation of wind and solar-related energy zoning protocols, and access to better funding 18 
resources for renewable energy through State and federal resources means that Coventry can capitalize 19 
on its forward-thinking energy mindset now more than ever. 20 

The purpose of this chapter is to describe Coventry’s existing energy profile and evaluate various 21 
conventional and alternative energy sources that can help the town achieve the goal of meeting future 22 
energy needs in an efficient and environmentally sustainable manner. 23 

10.2 VISION AND GOALS 24 

TBD 25 

10.3 RELATION TO OTHER SECTIONS 26 

10.3.1 NATURAL RESOURCES 27 

Coventry’s forests, waterways, and wildlife areas are the pride and joy of many residents. These and other 28 
natural resources may be threatened by new energy production if not properly managed by local 29 
regulations. Conversely, widespread transition to the use of renewable energy sources is required in order 30 
to save the planet from the most harmful impacts of climate change. This chapter focuses on how energy 31 
production can protect natural resources in Coventry.  32 

10.3.2 SERVICES AND FACILITIES 33 

Energy plays a key role in the function of municipal, school, residential, commercial, and industrial 34 
facilities. Whether through coal, oil, natural gas, or renewable sources, all Town functions use energy from 35 
an array of sources. Some specific services and facilities using or converting to renewable energy include 36 

 

1 Historic and Architectural Resources of Coventry, Rhode Island: A Preliminary Report. Rhode Island Historical 
Preservation Commission, 1978. 
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the upgrading of streetlamps in eastern Coventry to LED, and the solar arrays supplying power to the 37 
Hopkins Hill Fire Department building and Town Hall Annex building. 38 

10.3.3 NATURAL HAZARDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE 39 

Energy and renewable energy sources have a direct correlation with climate change and natural hazard 40 
events. Maintaining reliability and operability of the power grid through variable weather and climactic 41 
events is fundamental to local and regional disaster preparedness. On the other hand, moving energy 42 
production away from fossil-fuel towards clean and renewable sources is the singular most important 43 
action a government can take in the world-wide battle against global warming. Rhode Island’s Energy 44 
2035 Plan and Resilient Rhody Plan outline the State’s goals for addressing climate change and using 45 
renewable energy resources to decrease carbon footprint, and these documents should be a guide to 46 
Coventry as it sets goals for energy use, reduction, and production. 47 

10.3.4 TRANSPORTATION 48 

Transportation accounts for more than 30% of the energy used in Rhode Island. The Coventry DPW, four 49 
fire departments, school department, and police department all maintain vehicle fleets that rely largely 50 
on gas, propane, and diesel. Moving towards electrification of these fleets can help the town meets state 51 
goals of emissions reductions, while also saving the town on fuel costs and improving local air quality. 52 
Furthermore, increasing local access to RIPTA buses and other public transit options in Town could reduce 53 
local emissions from single occupancy vehicles and contribute to a cleaner energy profile. 54 

10.4 EXISTING CONDITIONS 55 

Electric and natural gas power in town is provided by Rhode Island Energy, formerly known as National 56 
Grid and Narragansett Electric Company, which is now the main electricity provider and only natural gas 57 
provider in Rhode Island. Private residences may also rely on heat pumps, propane, or oil for heating in 58 
the winter and woodfire stoves in the more rural areas of town.2 59 

10.4.1 MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS AND INITIATIVES 60 

The Town of Coventry has acted on several initiatives across departments to examine the sources of 61 
energy for municipal programming and facilities. The most successful was an energy audit for school and 62 
municipal buildings, performed in 2011, that made recommendations regarding energy efficiency in 63 
school facilities. The audit made recommendations to update facilities’ lighting systems, weather 64 
stripping, insulation, heating and ventilation systems, and suggestions to improve efficiency and energy 65 
costs of municipal buildings.3 The school-specific improvement portions of the project would have 66 
reportedly cost around $2.5 million a year for 18 years, pending bond approval, and would save the Town 67 
$200,000 in energy savings annually.4 Ultimately, the recommendations were not implemented due to 68 
budget concerns at the time, and though there was a 2017 proposal for a new municipal energy audit, it 69 
was never completed.5 70 

 

2 Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources, https://energy.ri.gov/heating-cooling/fossil-fuels/learn-about-natural-
gas 
Note: Author requested information from RI Energy on the split of what percentage of residents rely on these various 
sources for electricity, but did not receive a response. 
3 Energy Savings To Pay For Building Upgrades | Coventry, RI Patch, 2012 
4 Waterman, Russell. School Committee: Votes for Resolution on State Pension Reform. https://patch.com/rhode-
island/coventry/school-committee-votes-for-resolution-on-state-pension-reform  
5 Town Council Meeting, 2017 https://coventryri.civicweb.net/document/8705/  

https://energy.ri.gov/heating-cooling/fossil-fuels/learn-about-natural-gas
https://energy.ri.gov/heating-cooling/fossil-fuels/learn-about-natural-gas
https://patch.com/rhode-island/coventry/energy-savings-to-pay-for-building-upgrades
https://patch.com/rhode-island/coventry/school-committee-votes-for-resolution-on-state-pension-reform
https://patch.com/rhode-island/coventry/school-committee-votes-for-resolution-on-state-pension-reform
https://coventryri.civicweb.net/document/8705/
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Future energy audits are in the initial planning stages for Coventry with communication between Town 71 
officials and the Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources (OER) beginning to take shape in 2022. The town 72 
has made incremental energy efficiency upgrades over time, like converting lighting in all municipal 73 
buildings to light-emitting diodes (LED) and adding solar arrays to the Town Hall Annex building that 74 
houses some Town offices. However, the Town has not completed a comprehensive energy efficiency 75 
overhaul of municipal or school buildings or operations since the 2011 audit.6 76 

10.4.2 SOLAR 77 

Coventry’s special regulations on Solar Power Generators were most recently amended in 2017 and 78 
identify three different sizes of ground-mounted solar panel arrays: major, medium, and minor. While 79 
roof-mounted solar installations are structurally mounted to pre-built roofs as panels or solar shingles, 80 
ground-mounted installations are mounted directly on the ground, and therefore take up more land than 81 
roof-mounted installations. The definitions for major, medium, and minor installations are defined 82 
directly in Article XXI of the Zoning Code of Coventry. Major ground-mounted solar arrays are designed 83 
primarily to generate and sell electricity to a utility company for resale to consumers and occupy an area 84 
of 40,000 square feet or more. Medium ground-mounted installations occupy an area of more than 1,750 85 
square feet but less than 40,000 square feet. Minor ground-mounted solar installations are most often 86 
meant to supply power to the property they are on and cover 1,750 square feet or less.7 87 

Coventry has pursued several successful solar infrastructure projects for municipal facilities and on 88 
superfund site land. These projects ranged from major ground solar installations to roof-mounted 89 
installations. 90 

10.4.2.1 ROOF-MOUNTED INSTALLATIONS 91 

Hopkins Hill Fire District added solar panels 92 
to the top of their fire station building 93 
through a Renewable Energy Services of 94 
New England, Inc (RESNE) net metering 95 
program.8 Net-metering incentives are used 96 
for renewable energy production, and 97 
deliver the excess energy produced by 98 
renewable sources like solar or wind power 99 
back into the power grid. Owners of the 100 
renewable energy generators, in this case 101 
solar panels, receive credits or 102 
compensation for the energy fed back into 103 
the grid to reduce their monthly energy 104 

bills.9 When interviewed for this Comprehensive Plan, the Hopkins Hill Fire Chief noted the success of the 105 
project, and its benefits in lowering the building operation energy costs for the district. 106 

 

6 Conversation with Rhode Island Energy, 2022. 
7 Coventry Zoning Code, Article XXI Special Regulations - Solar Power Generators, § 255-2110 Definitions. [Amended 
7-24-2017 by Ord. No. 03-17-315] 
8 Conversation with Hopkins Hill Fire Chief. 
9 Net Metering. Solar Energy Industries Association, https://www.seia.org/initiatives/net-metering  

Figure 10.1 - Hopkins Hill Fire District Roof-Mounted 
Solar Array, Google Maps Streetview, 2019 

https://www.seia.org/initiatives/net-metering
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The Town Hall Annex municipal building acquired a roof-mounted solar array in 2012 from Solect Energy.10 107 
The project was partially grant funded by the Rhode Island Department of Economic Development 108 
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).11 The installation is owned by 109 
Solect and energy for the building is provided at a discounted rate through net metering, while any excess 110 
electricity generated by the array is sent back into to the power grid. 111 

10.4.2.2 GROUND-MOUNTED INSTALLATIONS 112 

There are two major ground-mounted solar 113 
installations in Western Coventry. The first is 114 
located on Lewis Farm Road. This solar farm 115 
has a contentious history for residents who 116 
value the rural open space in Western 117 
Coventry and is similar to several other 118 
proposed projects that were not completed 119 
in town because of violation of DEM code on 120 
wetlands or because of pushback from 121 
residents. The second array is the three-122 
megawatt major ground-mounted solar 123 
installation off Flat River Road. Much of the 124 
concern regarding new ground-mounted 125 

solar development in the area stems from the necessity to clear away forested land to develop the 126 
projects. Because of this, future projects should be sited on already cleared land, such as brownfields or 127 
closed landfills, to meet energy goals while protecting natural resources and open space.  128 

As of 2022, a ground-mounted 5-megawatt 129 
solar installation is anticipated at the former 130 
Arnold Road landfill, which is a designated 131 
Superfund Site. The former landfill was 132 
capped because of the ground 133 
contamination and the project proposal 134 
includes 10,000 modules of solar panels that 135 
will not interfere with the capping material. 136 
The project would provide income for the 137 
town through a lease agreement with the 138 
solar developer and through net-metering 139 
credits through RI Energy.12 140 

10.4.3 WIND 141 

Western Coventry is a desirable location for wind development because of the amount of open space and 142 
the relatively low development density resulting in fewer physical obstacles to disrupt wind flow.13 143 
Coventry is home to 10 wind turbines, eight of which are grouped on Piggy Lane and two of which are 144 
located off Flat River Road in the Greene village of Western Coventry. Each turbine is 414 feet tall and 145 

 

10 Town Solar Power Complex Could Be Operational Within Four Months | Coventry, RI Patch 
11 Town Of Coventry, RI - Solect Energy 
12 Town of Coventry Arnold Road Solar Project Forum August 7, 2021 
13 Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, https://windexchange.energy.gov/small-community-wind-
handbook#resource  

Figure 10.2 - Lewis Farm Road Solar Array, Google 
Maps, 2019 

Figure 10.3 - Arnold Road Landfill site for Solar Farm, 
Google Maps Streetview, 2019 

https://patch.com/rhode-island/coventry/town-solar-power-complex-could-be-operating-within-4-months
https://solect.com/portfolio/town-of-coventry-ri/
https://windexchange.energy.gov/small-community-wind-handbook#resource
https://windexchange.energy.gov/small-community-wind-handbook#resource
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produces 1.5 megawatts of electricity.14 Many local proponents of these early wind projects (brought 146 
online in 2016 and 2017 after several years of deliberation and construction from 2014 onwards) believed 147 
their implementation would benefit Town energy production.  148 

The turbines are currently privately owned 149 
and operated with no interaction with the 150 
Town of Coventry other than the initial 151 
zoning approval and subsequent discussions 152 
of opposition from residents. The 153 
Narragansett Bay Commission and Town of 154 
Warwick each own and operate three 155 
turbines and receive net-metering credits 156 
from the energy produced. The rest of the 157 
turbines belong to the Renewable Energy 158 
Growth Program (REG) through Rhode Island 159 
Energy.15 160 

Neighbors have raised the issue of shadow 161 
flicker and background noise because of the proximity of the construction to residential properties. 162 
Greene residents conveyed that the location and existence of the turbines is not in line with the Town’s 163 
previous 2000 Comprehensive Plan, which heralded the value of natural land conservation to preserve 164 
the “rural character” of Coventry. Neighbor complaints suggested that construction of the turbines 165 
worked against this value because they require rural land (including forest) to be cleared for operation. 166 
The 2000 Plan set objectives that prioritized rural land conservation through encouraging revisions to 167 
zoning ordinances, reviewing rural development standards, and protecting natural resources. This 2023 168 
plan update maintains many of these objectives, but encourages continued pursuit of expanding 169 
renewable energy production to reduce long-term municipal and private energy costs, reduce greenhouse 170 
gas emissions, support sustainable growth, and build resilience to future instability in the energy grid. 171 

10.4.4 ZONING STANDARDS 172 

The issue of developing wind power ordinances was brought to Town Council shortly after the initial 173 
approval of the turbine installation on Piggy Lane in 2015. In December of that year, the Town adopted 174 
the Special Regulations for Wind Energy Facilities as part of the Town Zoning Code. It requires permits for 175 
all wind facility development, outlines sound level decibel restrictions, and protects historic properties 176 
from designated fall zones of turbines.16 Wind development in western Coventry is still feasible because 177 
of the amount of open space in the area. However, the ordinance considerably slows the development 178 
process through stricter siting standards, turbine impact analysis, and requirements for public hearings 179 
with the addition of the Planning Commission’s review during the Zoning Board’s review process. 180 

The Town Council amended the Town’s Zoning Bylaws in in July of 2017 to reflect the attitudes towards 181 
solar panel installation in town, and several ground-mounted solar installation proposals have been 182 
denied in the subsequent years. The amendments in Article XXI, §255-2110 Definitions and §255-2140 183 
Ground-Mounted Solar Installations responded to public concern over the number and size of ground-184 

 

14 Renewable energy brings questions in Rhode Island. Frank Carini, The Westerly Sun, 2019. 
https://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/westerly/renewable-energy-brings-questions-in-rhode-
island/article_26d2c030-229a-11e9-ae7a-77385797b3d0.html  
15 Green Development, Coventry Wind. https://green-ri.com/project/coventry-wind-combined/  
16 Coventry Zoning Code, Article XX Special Regulations for Wind Energy Facilities 

Figure 10.4 - Turbine off Piggy Lane, BETA Group Inc. 

https://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/westerly/renewable-energy-brings-questions-in-rhode-island/article_26d2c030-229a-11e9-ae7a-77385797b3d0.html
https://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/westerly/renewable-energy-brings-questions-in-rhode-island/article_26d2c030-229a-11e9-ae7a-77385797b3d0.html
https://green-ri.com/project/coventry-wind-combined/
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mounted solar installations that had been popping up around town. The amendment changed the 185 
wording in the Zoning Code to tighten restrictions on solar development, requiring approval from building 186 
officials for roof-mounted arrays, proof of a decommissioning plan and financial surety, and a 15% lot 187 
coverage cap for ground-mounted arrays.17 188 

Not all the proposed amendments in 2017 were approved – proposals to limit the construction of solar 189 
arrays in certain zoning districts was denied by the Town Council. Minor and medium ground-mounted 190 
solar installation developments (1,750 square feet or less and 1,750 square feet but less than 40,000 191 
square feet respectively) are allowed in all zoning districts with the proper approval process, while major 192 
ground-mounted installations (40,000 square feet or more) must seek a special permit through the 193 
Planning Commission.18 While these restrictions made it more difficult for solar developers to receive 194 
expedited permits, they increased the opportunity for public feedback and for developers to address 195 
public concern. 196 

10.4.5 OTHER TOWN ENERGY PROJECTS 197 

10.4.5.1 STREETLAMPS 198 

The three Eastern Coventry fire departments have completed or are in the process of converting 199 
streetlamps in Town to solid-state lighting (SSL LED) lamps. Hopkins Hill Fire District used the PRISM 200 
Streetlights initiative program, Anthony Fire District’s lights have been completely upgraded, and Central 201 
Coventry Fire District is in the process of converting all streetlamps while working through financial 202 
challenges. PRISM Streetlights Inc. is a former program of the Washington County Regional Planning 203 
Council that helped pass the Municipal Streetlights Investment Act in RI. The Act allows municipalities to 204 
own and maintain their own streetlamps instead of leasing the lights from other sources. The PRISM 205 
program provides the delivery of updated LED streetlight systems for a fee of $1.00 per streetlight and 206 
collaboration in a three-year maintenance program after which the associated Fire Department takes over 207 
maintenance of the assets, which is significantly less of a burden than maintaining traditional lamps. SSL 208 
LED streetlamps have longer run lives, are brighter than non-LED lamps, and cost less to run.19 Western 209 
Coventry has no streetlamps, so the Western Coventry Fire District does not manage or maintain any 210 
streetlights. 211 

10.4.5.2 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING 212 

Coventry has one public electric vehicle charging station located outside of the Library and Town Hall 213 
Building just off the Washington Secondary Trail. There are several public parking areas that could host 214 
electric vehicle charging stations in Coventry to support electric vehicle ownership. Rhode Island Energy 215 
has incentive programs to help with the affordability of short-term charging stations for commercial 216 
properties or municipal lots, as well as the existence State funding to develop new stations in town. After 217 
an application and site assessment process, RI Energy can fully fund the installation of charging stations 218 
and the connection to the electric grid. After installation, maintenance and electricity costs are up to the 219 
owner of the port and can be supported through the drivers using the station.20 220 

 

17 Coventry Zoning Code, Article XXI Special Regulations - Solar Power Generators [Amended 7-24-2017 by Ord. No. 
03-17-315] 
18 Town Council Meeting July 24, 2017, https://coventryri.civicweb.net/document/6731/  
19 Municipal Streetlights Investment Act Presentation, 2015. 
https://www.rileague.org/DocumentCenter/View/239/2015-S3-PDF?bidId=  
20 Electric Transportation and Charging Programs Program Brochure and conversation with Rhode Island Energy, 
2022. 

https://coventryri.civicweb.net/document/6731/
https://www.rileague.org/DocumentCenter/View/239/2015-S3-PDF?bidId=
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There are currently no electric vehicles in Coventry’s municipal vehicle inventory. Better access to electric 221 
charging appliances could help to encourage the municipal purchase of electric vehicles in the future. 222 

10.5 NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES 223 

10.5.1 NEEDS 224 

Coventry’s current energy profile is like that of the State as a whole, with some renewable energy projects 225 
completed or in the works but an outsized reliance on natural gas and external sources for electricity. The 226 
governor of Rhode Island signed legislation in 2022 to increase the state’s Renewable Energy Standards, 227 
with the goal for the State to offset electricity demand by renewable energy production by 2033. This 228 
accelerated plan to bring renewable energy to Rhode Island is impetus for Coventry to realign itself with 229 
the State’s goals for clean energy alongside other Rhode Island municipalities. To align with state goals, 230 
Coventry will need to define the steps it will take to use and develop renewables in town. An up-to-date 231 
energy audit will be the first step in understanding where the town is today in meeting those goals, and 232 
what needs to be done in the next 5, 10, and 20 years.  233 

The Town should prioritize educating residents and business owners about incentives and other programs 234 
supporting roof-mounted solar installations, and encourage other private renewable energy 235 
opportunities, potentially by facilitating public private partnerships. Establishing a formal municipal 236 
connection with statewide energy credit programs such as the Efficient Buildings Fund (EBF) for municipal 237 
energy efficiency and the Property Tax Exemption for Renewable energy for residential and manufacturing 238 
renewable infrastructure,21 could help to increase the feasibility of renewable projects for Coventry 239 
residents and businesses. By promoting individual residents’ agency to use renewables for their homes 240 
and backing municipal projects for clean energy, Coventry can advance its transition to a cleaner energy 241 
future. Coventry’s shift to a stronger renewable energy portfolio must begin with educating residents 242 
about the incentive programs and credit opportunities for small-scale renewables. 243 

Locally, the Coventry Planning Department’s section within the 2022-2026 Strategic Plan notes that an 244 
overhaul of zoning ordinance is necessary to fix discrepancies, make ordinances easier to review, and 245 
rewrite checklists and guidelines according to updated standards.22 This crucial overhaul could demystify 246 
the development review processes for wind and solar energy projects and incentivize options for private 247 
residential and small-scale solar installations or small-scale turbine projects. Updates to the regulations 248 
will also better align changes that occurred in solar and wind development as renewable energy 249 
technology improved to become more feasible for developed residential and commercial areas instead of 250 
on large swaths of open land. Since the writing and amendments of the initial regulations, solar powered 251 
cars and the extreme decrease in the cost of solar technology have changed the market for renewable 252 
energy solutions, and more widely acceptable wind developments have begun powering homes across 253 
the United States.23. 254 

10.5.2 OPPORTUNITIES 255 

Energy 2035, a State plan guiding the transition towards renewable and cost-effective energy solutions 256 
for municipalities, commercial properties, and residents, includes several strategies that Coventry needs 257 

 

21 Rhode Island office of Energy Resources Programs & Incentives, https://energy.ri.gov/resources/programs-
incentives  
22 Department of Planning and Development Strategic Planning Retreat, 2021 
23 Wind Energy Technologies Office, History of U.S. Wind Energy. https://www.energy.gov/eere/wind/history-us-
wind-energy  
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to consider as implementable actions. Some of these actions include improvements to vehicle efficiency 258 
and miles traveled, expanding renewable energy procurement, and modernizing the grid.24 There has 259 
never been a better time to galvanize the movement towards renewable energy as residents and 260 
businesses are feeling the increasing economic impact of rising energy prices and the impacts of 261 
greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel-based energy sources are wreaking havoc on our natural and 262 
built environments. The RI and federal governments offer many incentives for the transformation from 263 
fossil fuel-based heat and power to renewable energy. Programs like the Commercial Property Assessed 264 
Clean Energy (C-PACE) RI program provide financing for energy efficient building upgrades for commercial 265 
and industrial buildings, while federal Renewable Energy Tax Credits can be applied to residential 266 
renewable systems installed through 2023. 267 

Coventry has under-utilized open space and building roof tops that have the potential to accommodate 268 
solar installations. Future renewable projects would benefit homeowners and businesses by decreasing 269 
their electricity bills and aligning with State Planning goals if the projects utilize virtual net-metering so 270 
that excess energy produced can be funneled to different locations in town. While Coventry currently uses 271 
regular net metering, virtual net-metering allows for energy produced at a renewable installation location 272 
to be funneled to different sites, addresses or bills, creating a more community-based energy system.25 RI 273 
Energy’s Community Remote Net Metering Pilot could provide opportunity for Coventry residents to take 274 
initiative on power alternatives that could allocate energy produced by renewables to be divided amongst 275 
eligible accounts to save on monthly bills.26 276 

Similarly, there is opportunity for the development of more small-scale wind, which is defined in 277 
Coventry’s Special Regulations for Wind Energy Facilities as “…no more than 36 feet tall and that generates 278 
no more than 100 kw of electricity and where said electricity is used exclusively for the power needs of 279 
the individual applicant.”27 Residents of Coventry can take advantage of the State’s Renewable Energy 280 
Growth Program (REG) to get an incentive from RI Energy for credits for renewable power generation.28 281 
After the need for education about these developments is met, Coventry residents will have more 282 
opportunities to make individual energy decisions. 283 

The town must update its baseline energy use audit for school and other municipal facilities to effectively 284 
prioritize renewable energy investments that meet State goals and improve local facilities. An ongoing 285 
interdepartmental monitoring of municipal energy would also give a chance for departments to 286 
collaborate on ways to improve energy efficiency in town facilities. The Town’s leadership on this front 287 
will be key in motivating local support for renewable energy development and energy efficiency projects. 288 
Modernizing Coventry’s municipal, recreation, and school facilities would set the example for a town-wide 289 
movement to share in the State’s renewable energy goals. 290 

 

24 Energy 2035: Rhode Island State Energy Plan, Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources and the Division of Planning, 
2015. 
25 Net Metering and Virtual Net Metering Overview, State of Rhode Island, Office of Energy Resources 
https://energy.ri.gov/renewable-energy/wind/net-metering  
26 Rhode Island Energy, Net Metering in Rhode Island, https://ngus.force.com/RI/s/article/Net-Metering-in-Rhode-
Island 
27 Coventry Zoning Code, Article XX Special Regulations – Wind Energy Facilities 
28 Renewable Energy Growth Program (REG) Program, State of Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources 
https://energy.ri.gov/renewable-energy/wind/renewable-energy-growth-program-reg-program  

https://energy.ri.gov/renewable-energy/wind/net-metering
https://energy.ri.gov/renewable-energy/wind/renewable-energy-growth-program-reg-program

