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4.0 OUTDOOR RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE 1 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 2 

The Outdoor Recreation and Open Space Chapter describes the existing outdoor recreational facilities and 3 
accessible open space in the Town of Coventry. The Chapter also identifies issues, opportunities, and 4 
challenges identified by community members and town staff. The following elements are summarized in 5 
this chapter: 6 

- Outdoor Recreation and Open Space Vision and Goals 7 
- Existing Outdoor Recreation and Open Space Assets 8 
- Needs and Opportunities 9 
- Policies and Actions 10 

Having access to parks, outdoor recreational facilities, and open space offers opportunities for residents 11 
to connect with the community and the outdoors, boosting health, well-being, and quality of life. Outdoor 12 
recreational facilities should provide all residents, regardless of age and ability, access to places close to 13 
home where they can enjoy the outdoors. The enhancement and maintenance of these facilities can both 14 
enhance well-being for residents and protect and preserve important natural resources. This section of 15 
the Comprehensive Plan builds on the State of Rhode Island’s Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 16 
(SCORP) goals and vision for recreation in Rhode Island. 17 

4.2 VISION AND GOALS 18 

TBD 19 

4.3 OVERVIEW OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 20 

The Town of Coventry offers trails through conservation areas, natural vistas, boating, fishing and 21 
swimming facilities, athletic fields, playgrounds and parks. The town has many publicly owned recreational 22 
facilities as well as non-public facilities people in town can access and enjoy.  23 

4.3.1 PARKS, FIELDS & ATHLETIC COURTS 24 

Community members take pride in athletics and 25 
outdoor recreation, reflected in the highly used 26 
outdoor athletic facilities and parks in Coventry. 27 
The town, state and schools in Coventry maintain 28 
athletic fields for baseball, softball, football, 29 
soccer and other athletic recreation. The town 30 
has a skate park, over a dozen hard surface courts 31 
including tennis courts, basketball courts, and a 32 
pickleball court, several of which are located 33 
behind the Guy L. Lefebvre Community Center at 34 
Herbert F. Paine Memorial Park. The town has 35 
over two dozen athletic fields in locations across 36 
town. The athletic fields are used widely by local 37 
youth sports leagues and are offered for a fee.  38 

Along with the athletic fields and courts, the town has natural areas for both passive and active recreation, 39 
such as Sandy Acres Recreation Area. The Department of Parks and Recreation is in charge of maintaining 40 
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the majority of the parks and fields in town, including some state-owned parks, while Coventry Public 41 
Schools maintains the fields on their property, with the exception of Alan Shawn Feinstein Middle School. 42 
Along with the public greens and recreational facilities, the Nathanael Greene Homestead, an active 43 
museum, offers people a free place to recreate outdoors, and the Coventry Pine Golf Course is enjoyed 44 
by resident golfers. Map 4.1 and Table 4.1 show the public and notable private parks, fields, and athletic 45 
courts in town. The number in the table below corresponds to the number of the location in Map 4.1. 46 

Table 4.1 Existing Parks, Fields and Athletic Courts 

Number in 
Map 4.1 

Name Street Owner Town 
Managed? 

1 Foster Memorial Park Station Town Yes 

2 Central Coventry Park (the Nike 
Site) 

Provident Town Yes 

3 John J. Giblin Memorial Recreation 
Area 

Hunters Crossing Town Yes 

4 Rice Memorial Field Knotty Oak Town Yes 

5 Quidnick Park Knight Town Yes 

6 Town Annex Fields Walker Town Yes 

7 Wood Street Field Wood Town Yes 

8 Coventry High School Club House School Yes 

9 Colonial Acres Recreation Area Monroe Town Yes 

10 Ravenwoods Field Victory Town Yes 

11 Fish Hill Ball Fields Fish Hill State Yes 

12 Coventry Middle School Foster Dr School Yes 

13 Nathaniel Greene Park / 102 
Memorial Area 

Victory State Yes 

14 Anthony Village Green Washington Town Yes 

15 Coventry Focal Point Tiogue State Yes 

16 Amvets Memorial Park Tiogue State No 

17 Herbert F. Paine Memorial Park Main Town Yes 

18 Harris Playground / Park Howard Town Yes 

19 Western Coventry School Flat River School Yes 

20 Tiogue School Shore School Yes 

21 Hopkins Hill School Johnson School Yes 

22 The Greenway Sports Field Main Street Town Yes 

23 Hall Conservation Area Phillips Hill Road Town No 

24 Sandy Acres Recreation Area Sandy Bottom 
Road 

Town Yes 

25 Town Hall Playground Flat River Road Town Yes 

26 Hope Meadows Whipple Court Town Yes 

27 Trestle Park Main Street Town Yes 

28 Mahoney Property Flat River Road Town/Private Yes 

29 Highwood Playground Ginger Trail Town Yes 

30 Hopkins Hill Roadside Hopkins Hill Road Town Yes 

31 Nathanael Greene Homestead 
Grounds 

Taft Street Not Public No 
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32 Phillips Hill Softball Complex Harkney Hill Road State No 

33 Coventry Pines Golf Course Harkney Hill Road Not Public No 

Source: RIDEM State Outdoor Recreation Plan, Town of Coventry Recreation Department47 

48 
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 49 

Map 4.1 Open Space and Recreation Facilities by Owner Type 50 
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4.3.2 FISHING, BOATING, & BEACH ACCESS 51 

Coventry is blessed with fresh water bodies including Tiogue Lake, Johnson’s Pond, Breezy Lake, Carbuncle 52 
Pond, the Quidneck Reservoir, and the Pawtuxet River with opportunities for fishing, boating, and 53 
swimming. The town and state both provide access points to the bodies of water, and many homeowners 54 
additionally have private access to these waterbodies.  55 

Johnson’s Pond, also known as Flat River Reservoir, has primarily private access for residents along the 56 
pond who enjoy water skiing, motorboat rides, and fishing from private docks accessed from their 57 
properties. State access is provided at Zeke’s Bridge boat launch and town access is provided at Frank 58 
Sherman Park to the north.  59 

Tiogue Lake’s Briar Point Beach is a public beach, providing public swimming, bird watching and fishing. 60 
The beach is maintained and managed by the Department of Parks and Recreation. Since 2020, due to 61 
lack of funding and staff, restroom facilities have been closed and people can swim at their own risk.  62 

The Pawtuxet River runs through town and is predominantly enjoyed by people fishing, canoeing, 63 
kayaking, or enjoying the water views. The Pawtuxet River Authority provides a pathway next to the river 64 
for people to enjoy the river. 65 

Breezy Lake, also known as Upper Dam Pond, provides recreational options for Coventry residents. The 66 
town operates a park with beautiful views of the lake. Residents enjoy fishing, swimming or just relaxing 67 
at this spot.  68 

Map 4.1 and Table 4.2 show the fishing, boating, and swimming access areas in Coventry 69 

Table 4.2 Recreational Water Resources in Coventry  

Number in 
Map 4.1 

Name Street Owner Town Managed? 

34 Green Acres Breezy 
Lake 

White Rock 
Road 

Town Yes 

35 Tiogue Boat Launch Tiogue Town Yes 

36 North Glen Boat 
Launch 

North Glen Town No 

37 Bucks Horn Brook Lewis Farm State No 

38 Korea-Vietnam Vets 
Park 

Arnold Town Yes 

39 Zeke's Bridge Harkney Hill State No 

40 Briar Point Beach Area Briar Point Town Yes 

41 Carbuncle Pond Plainfield Pike State No 

42 Johnson’s Pond Flat River Rd Private No 

43 Frank Sherman Park 
(Fishing area) 

Old Flat River 
Road 

Town Yes 

44 Water’s Edge Family 
Campground 

Lori Lane Not Public No 

45 Camp Westwood 
Beach on Quidneck 
Reservoir 

Harkney Hill 
Road 

Not Public No 

Source: RIDEM State Outdoor Recreation Plan, Town of Coventry Recreation Department 70 
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Number in table corresponds with number in Map 4.1 71 
 72 

4.3.3 TRAILS AND SHARED USE PATHS 73 

The hiking and biking trails in the Town of Coventry offer residents of all ages and abilities the opportunity 74 
to get out walking, biking, or rolling along Coventry’s rail trails and hiking areas, many of which are in 75 
conserved areas allowing for natural exploration. Unique to Coventry, the western side of town has many 76 
acres of conserved land protected by the state or non-public entities for a deep wildlife hiking experience, 77 
including state-owned Nicholas Farm and Audubon Society owned Maxwell Mays Wildlife refuge. On the 78 
denser eastern side of town Merrill Whipple Conservation area provides residents with easily accessible 79 
trails for hiking and exposure to nature. The Coventry Land Trust, funded through a real estate tax, actively 80 
acquires new properties for conservation purposes, and often, when these properties have existing trails 81 
or parking, the land trust encourages public recreation uses. 82 

The Coventry Bike Path runs through Coventry from east to west, with the western portion owned and 83 
maintained by the State and eastern portion owned and maintained by the Town. To the east, residents 84 
predominantly use the trail for biking and walking. In the west of town, including the currently unpaved 85 
portion, residents ride horses, or dirt bike on or next to the path through Coventry’s abundant natural 86 
spaces. 87 

The Pawtuxet River Authority also provides a river walk in the northeast of town along the Pawtuxet River 88 
that can be used to enjoy river views. Camp Westwood YMCA has a beach on the Quidneck Reservoir and 89 
is currently adding trails for people to enjoy their wooded land.  90 

Map 4.1 and Table 4.3 show the trails in the Town of Coventry. The Natural Resources Chapter of the 91 
Comprehensive Plan can be referenced for further information about conservation land and water bodies 92 
in town. 93 

Table 4.3 Trails in Coventry 

Number in 
Map 4.1 

Name Street Owner Town Managed? 

46 Coventry Greenway 
And Bike Path 

Main Town Yes 

47 Nicholas Farm Plainfield Pike State No 

48 Trestle Trail West Bramble Bush State No 

49 Merrill S. Whipple 
Conservation 

Sandy Bottom Town Yes 

50 Phenix-Harris River 
Walk 

Main Pawtuxet River 
Authority 

No 

51 Trestle Trail East Lewis Farm State No 

52 Audubon Maxwell 
Mays Wildlife 
Refuge 

Victory 
Highway 

Not Public No 

53 Audubon George 
Parker Woodland 
Wildlife Refuge 

Maple Valley 
Road 

Not Public No 

54 Camp Westwood 
YMCA 

Harkney Hill 
Road 

Not Public No 
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55 Janice Sullivan Land 
Trust Land 

Phillips Hill 
Road 

Town Yes 

Source: RIDEM State Outdoor Recreation Plan, Town of Coventry Recreation Department 94 
Number in table corresponds with number in Map 4.1 95 
 96 

4.3.4 SCENIC VIEWS 97 

Water features in Coventry provide some spectacular 98 
viewing points.  99 

Arnold Road Veterans Memorial Park 100 

Those driving, walking, or biking by can experience the 101 
beauty of Tiogue Lake from Arnold Road. For those 102 
looking to sit and enjoy a beautiful view, the viewing 103 
point provides benches.  Recently reconstructed in 104 
2018, the viewing point can be accessed via a new 105 
highly visible pedestrian crossing, sidewalk, or new on-106 
street striped bike lanes. This is a popular spot for 107 
fishing and bird watching.  108 

 109 

 110 

Briar Point Beach view of Tiogue Lake 111 

The Town’s public beach also provides views for those 112 
either sitting on the beach or swimming in Tiogue’s 113 
fresh water.  114 

 115 

 116 

 117 

 118 

 119 

View from Trestle Park on the Pawtuxet River 120 

On the Pawtuxet River, residents and visitors can feel a 121 
sense of escape, even in the dense eastern side of town 122 
at the Trestle Park on the Pawtuxet River. This area 123 
provides seating by the river. 124 

4.3.5 PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 125 

In addition to providing an array of recreational facilities, the town provides outdoor recreational 126 
programming to residents and non-residents of all ages.  127 

The Coventry Parks & Recreation Department offers adult sports programs including volleyball and 128 
basketball, youth sports including summer basketball, and a pickleball meet up for all ages. The 129 
department operates a six-week summer kids’ program which runs Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM 130 
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to 3:30 PM, with some extended day options. The program serves over 300 youth from grades one to 131 
eight. The Parks and Recreation Department puts on a summer concert series and hosts community-wide 132 
events which attract thousands of attendees.  133 

The Human Resources Department operates an outdoor vegetable garden, with produce donated  to the 134 
Coventry Food Bank. The Department also uses the garden as a site to provide horticultural therapy for 135 
seniors in town.  136 

Other organizations also have publicly accessible outdoor events, for example Johnson’s Pond Civic 137 
Association offers fireworks on July 4th for community members and residents. The town also has strong 138 
non-public athletic youth leagues in town, including a strong little league soccer, and girls’ softball 139 
presence, with games and opportunities for outdoor athletics and recreation. 140 

4.3.6 COMMUNITY ACCESS TO FACILITIES 141 

In general, the eastern and central areas of Coventry have a higher concentration of recreational 142 
resources than the western side of town, however the western side of town has more preserved land for 143 
longer hikes and access to nature. The bike path is a resource enjoyed by both the east and west side of 144 
Coventry, and provides access to recreational amenities nearby, for example, the town hall playground 145 
and the Herbert Paine Park. People can access the trail by driving to town parking lots along the trail, or 146 
by walking or biking to the trail from neighborhoods, parks, and commercial areas nearby.  147 

4.4 NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES 148 

4.4.1 NEEDS 149 

The Town of Coventry has many recreational amenities and programs in town for public enjoyment, but 150 
struggles with facilities maintenance, programming gaps, climate change and environmental impacts, 151 
public awareness, and spatial distribution. Most of Coventry’s town-owned outdoor recreational assets 152 
are maintained by the Department of Parks & Recreation. Since the 1970s, the Department has doubled 153 
the resources they maintain but has not increased its staffing of maintenance personnel. The Parks and 154 
Recreation Department maintains most town-owned recreational facilities with six maintenance 155 

personnel, including a mechanic and foreman. The Department lost a third 156 
of its funding In 2019, which has made it increasingly difficult for them to 157 
offer programs and upgrade facilities. Several hard surface courts are too 158 
cracked to use and within the last few years, the Department has 159 
disassembled several playgrounds due to maintenance issues, leaving fewer 160 
than five playgrounds for children to enjoy. The funding has also made it 161 
difficult for the Department to provide the level of programming they 162 
provided previously. In the past, their summer camp had 500 slots, but has 163 
been reduced to 300. The Department does not have the resources to 164 
maintain and manage Briar Point Beach to the level once provided. 165 

The programming offered by the town fills a gap in Coventry that is not filled by private groups. The town 166 
notes that the little league and private sports leagues offer one of the only other activities for kids after 167 
school or during the summer, but that Coventry lacks a central gathering place for families to come 168 
together, like a bowling hall, ice skating rink, movie theater, sports complex, or mini golf course.  169 

Climate change and environmental factors have also had an impact on town outdoor recreational options 170 
over the past few years. Many private sports leagues rely on Town of Coventry fields to play, but with 171 
summers becoming hotter, leagues have moved playing times back, or have extended the playing seasons 172 
to later in the year. This has increased the demand for athletic fields with lights. The town only has lighting 173 

“More 
playgrounds 
in parks” 
– Public Survey 
Respondent 
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at three of their athletic fields, which are overused. The lighting they have is outdated and in need of 174 
replacement. The Coventry Greenway and Bike Trail does not have lighting. As days continue to get 175 
warmer, elderly and those who may not participate in active recreational options may wish to enjoy the 176 
Greenway after the sun sets for some much needed cool. Another environmental factor affecting 177 
recreational facilities in Coventry is failing septic systems. Failing septic systems have had an impact on 178 
the water quality of Tiogue Lake, where the Briar Point Beach is located. Some residents are wary of 179 
swimming in the lake due to algae blooms or other water quality issues resulting from septic leakage into 180 
the lake. Recently, the Johnson’s Pond water levels have fluctuated due to commercial activity, which has 181 
had an impact on boating and fishing on the pond. 182 

Spatial distribution of resources also presents a challenge in town. 183 
The western side of Coventry has fewer active recreational 184 
opportunities than the east side of town but has robust options for 185 
hiking. The eastern side of town has more active options, but fewer 186 
trails. The eastern side of town is also more densely built, and does 187 
not have enough well-maintained neighborhood parks that meet 188 
the needs of the section of town. Town staff and residents have 189 
also noted the town lacks a central gathering place for community 190 
events. The lack of a perceived center and community gathering 191 
place lends to the lacking sense of town identity in Coventry. 192 

4.4.2 OPPORTUNITIES 193 

The Town of Coventry has opportunities to improve community access to outdoor recreational land and 194 
open space through improving marketing of the spaces, expanding access to outdoor recreation through 195 
maintenance of existing properties and acquisition of properties, expanding partnerships between public 196 
and private recreational organizations, accessing additional forms of funding, and improving connectivity 197 
to the Coventry Greenway bike trail.  198 

Coventry’s expansive recreational options, both public and private, are not widely publicized to town 199 
residents and visitors. The Westwood YMCA has acres of land on their property where they are 200 
considering adding trails, the Nathanael Greene Homestead is growing their property with additional 201 
publicly accessible open space, and the town is currently under negotiations to bring a professional sports 202 
complex to town. These resources could be better publicized, along with Coventry’s many town- and 203 
state-owned parks, trails, and water bodies through social media, an increased online presence, and 204 
community events.  205 

As the Town of Coventry desires to make improvements to recreational assets in town, they can apply for 206 
additional state funding or generate additional funding internally. The town recently received a grant from 207 
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) to update the courts and add a 208 
pickleball court at Herbert Paine Park, and the state continues to provide grants. The town charges fees 209 
to use the municipal athletic fields, with local Coventry teams paying reduced rates to for-profit teams. 210 
The fields are in high demand, and the town could introduce additional fees, for example, charging a 211 
higher fee when fields are used for tournaments. Any additional funding from the use fees would provide 212 
the town additional funding for maintenance and facilities upgrades. The Department of Parks & 213 
Recreation also has teens interested in more advanced programs after school, and the department could 214 
charge for these types of programs. 215 

The town Land Trust actively purchases properties for conservation. Sometimes, these properties have 216 
existing parking lots or trails on them and in these cases, the town permits public access. The addition of 217 

“A place for 
seniors to go and 
a place for kids to 
gather together” 

– Public Survey Respondent 
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land to the recreational amenities offered in town offers an opportunity for neighborhoods with less 218 
access to resources. As this happens, the Land Trust and Parks & 219 
Recreation Department can coordinate to ensure maintenance 220 
responsibilities are delegated.  221 

The Coventry Greenway and Bike Trail is a phenomenal resource for 222 
Coventry residents. The Rhode Island Department of Transportation 223 
(RIDOT) plans to formally pave and extend the trail to the Connecticut 224 
border. This is an exciting opportunity for Coventry residents. In addition, 225 
the trail as it exists today could be better connected to other destinations 226 
in town through on road bike facilities, cut throughs from neighborhoods 227 
and parking areas, and safety improvements at uncomfortable intersections.   228 

Finally, the old Town Hall and Police Station building located off of the bike path on Main Street presents 229 
an opportunity for adaptive reuse as a recreational amenity. This parcel is in an easily accessible central 230 
location for most town residents, and direct abuts the bike path. The parking lot behind the current 231 
building is small, but could be transformed into a park to host small gatherings or community events like 232 
a farmer’s market, or it could be repurposed as a splash pad and shaded seating areas for younger and 233 
older Coventry residents to enjoy time together. Limitations to the site include its already limited parking, 234 
and its location along an arterial roadway which, while making it a convenient drive for many, also means 235 
that an influx of mid-day transient users could create traffic problems inhibiting emergency services and 236 
creating congestion in the area. 237 

4.5 GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS 238 

TBD 239 

“More direct 
connections 
to [the] bike 
path” 
-Public Survey 
Respondent 


