
COVENTRY ZONING BOARD  
PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE 

January 10, 2018 
This Public Hearing is a legal proceeding required by state law and town ordinance when the Zoning 
Board considers an application for a Special Use Permit.  This hearing provides a forum for the applicant 
to present evidence in support of his Special Use Permit and to allow the public to provide comment and 
submit evidence for or against the applicant’s proposal. 

This hearing is similar to a court proceeding in that the Zoning Board has a legal obligation to find facts 
and make conclusions of law based on evidence presented by all parties.  Although the weight of public 
concern is an element to be considered by the Zoning Board, this proceeding is not a vote on the 
popularity of the proposed project.  The Zoning Board must base its decision on whether or not the 
evidence presented (by all parties) satisfies the criteria to obtain a Special Use Permit under Section 432 of 
the Zoning Ordinance. 

Given the amount of public comment that is anticipated, it is very likely that this hearing will not be 
completed tonight.  If the applicant does not complete the presentation of his case before 10:30 PM, then 
public comment will be continued to a future date.  If public comment is not completed before 10:30 PM, 
then the hearing will be continued to a future date to complete public comment and to hear the applicant’s 
response.  The time & date of any subsequent meetings will be determined by the Board at the end of the 
night subject to the availability of facilities. 

This hearing will follow the procedure below: 

I. Applicant’s Case:  The applicant will present his case in support of his application for a Special 
Use Permit - in its entirety – without interruption, comment or questions from the public.  Members 
of the public who are disruptive may be removed at the discretion of the Chair. 
 

II. Public Comment:  Members of the public may speak in favor of or in opposition to the proposal, 
present evidence supporting their comments and pose substantive questions about the project to be 
answered by the applicant during his response time.  Public comment will be received in the 
following order: 

1. Attorneys:  Attorneys representing interested parties or groups. 

2. Abutters:  Owners of properties within 200’ of the project site who received abutters’ notices. 

3. Coventry Residents 

4. All Other Members of the Public 

When all comment has been received, the Board will vote to close public comment and no further 
comment will be received on the record. 

III. Applicant’s Response:  The applicant will be permitted to address the Board to respond to 
questions, comments or other issues raised during public comment. 
 

IV. Board Deliberation & Vote    


